
Mahatma Gandhi’s ethical 
framework of means vs end is 
deeply rooted in moral absolutism. 

Moral Integrity of Action:

“The means may be likened 
to a seed, and the end to a 
tree.” – Gandhi
Gandhi argued that only 

morally sound means can 
lead to ethically 
justified ends.

Ends achieved through 
violence, deceit, or 
coercion destroy the 
moral value of the 
outcome.

Truth (Satya) and Transparency

For Gandhi, truth was God. All means must be truthful—
free from manipulation or lies.

Eg: His open letters to the British and rejection of 
secrecy in political negotiations.
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Gandhi’s 
philosophy 
may slow 
down reform 
where urgent 
action is 
needed.

Relevance to Civil Services:

1. Means in Governance:

• A civil servant must uphold 
constitutional morality, not just 
deliver results.

• Eg: Curbing corruption is not just 
about punishing people but 
building ethical systems.

2. Decision-Making:

• Choosing the right path even 
when shortcuts are tempting.

• Eg: Following due process in 
emergencies (e.g., COVID 
resource allocation).
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Evaluation Parameters  
 
1. Conceptual Clarity: Accurate definitions, depth, correct attribution to thinkers 
Poor [  ] Average [  ] Good [ ] Excellent [  ] 
 
2. Context Understanding: Interprets question correctly, relevance, UPSC alignment 
Poor [  ] Average [  ] Good [ ] Excellent [  ] 
 
3. Structure: Clear intro-body-conclusion, logical flow 
Poor [  ] Average [  ] Good [ ] Excellent [  ] 
 
4. Presentation: Underlined key terms, flowcharts, margins used 
Poor [  ] Average [  ] Good [  ] Excellent [  ] 
 
5. Language & Flow: Academic tone, grammar, transitions 
Poor [  ] Average [  ] Good [  ] Excellent [  ] 
 
6. Objectivity: Balanced arguments, evidence-based analysis 
Poor [  ] Average [  ] Good [  ] Excellent [  ] 
 
7. Interdisciplinary Links: Integration of GS, current affairs, related domains 
Poor [  ] Average [  ] Good [  ] Excellent [  ] 
 
8. Word Limit Compliance: Within ±10% of prescribed limit 
Poor [  ] Average [  ] Good [  ] Excellent [  ] 
 
9. Evaluator's Impression: Insightful, original, exam-ready 
Poor [  ] Average [  ] Good [ ] Excellent [  ] 
 
Evaluator Remarks: 
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